came to upbraid him and to save nis soul. In alt probability
he flew out with tingling ears,, as if they had been soundly
boxed.
There is another feature that you will [invariably find
in every man of importance, in every man who has added a
brick to the vast edifice of human culture, viz., extraordinary
capacity for work. But even though you are aware of this,
you are nevertheless amazed at the feats of labour Michurin
performed in the course of his life. In Michurin, however,
this feature bore a peculiarly Michurin stamp; it was differ-
ent from that of Timiryazev, Darwin, and other great lovers
of work.
There was scarcely anything in his orchard that was
not the work of his hands, and there was certainly not a
thing he could not do.
No work was too rough for him. This man, lean and
by no means of giant stature., carried tons on his shoul-
ders in the course of his life; and to the end of his life he
was passionately fond of every kind of "handicraft" and was
able to introduce into it the finest workmanship and true art.
Already at the time when he was a railway clerk he drew
up a catalogue of all the trees of any value, or in any way
remarkable, in the orchards of all the amateur horticulturists
for many scores of miles along the railway. Later he enlarged
the area of his explorations, extended them to other gubernias.
Michurin's eyes could see people from unexpected angles.
In the flour market in Vladimir there was a merchant,
D. P. Goncharov, and his son. Michurin makes the follow-
ing entry in bis notebook: "Through him try and get a Vasi-
levsky cherry." This was a southern cherry that grew in
Afon. "Sorokin, the meat merchant, an ardent amateur,"
also has some of them. To everybody, Nikolai Mikhailovich
Dereventsev was "a carter at the third hiring station," but
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